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assume that, in saying this, he did not take into account the
extra year afterwards allowed to Gomes, a concession which
apparently escaped his notice, then it follows that the grant of
1469 came into effect on i January 1470 and expired on 31
December 1474, and that the grant was renewed in June 1473
for the whole of the year 1475. This view, indeed, is almost cer-
tainly accurate, because it accords with the few facts which are
known about Gomes and his contract. It explains, for example,
why a long period elapsed between the making of the grant in
1469 and the discovery of the gold traffic at Mina in January
1471. Also, it accounts for the assertion of Palencia that Gomes
was still the contractor in 1475 (doc. 89). It may therefore be
accepted. The grant to Gomes ran from 1470 to 1474 inclusive,
and was renewed for the year 1475.
Palencia furnishes us with details concerning the end of
Gomes's tenure of the Guinea trade. He describes a Spanish
voyage to Guinea in 1475, and records that in that year Fernao
Gomes refused to pay the rent for his contract, seemingly be-
cause he was losing a part of his legitimate profits from the
trade to the Spanish interlopers:
... Fenian Gomez, who was wont each year to pay King Don
Alfonso 60,000 cruzados of gold, equivalent to the same number of
ducats, in exchange for the sole right of sending a fleet to Guinea and
reaping the profits from such a trade, declined to pay the rent, as long
as he did not recover his privilege and in face of the probability that
the expeditions would each time become more productive for the
powerful Andalucians. Then, Prince Don John determined that
Fernan Gomez, after being exempted from the tribute, should go off
to Guinea with twenty ships, preceding the Andalucians, who were
preparing another expedition of thirty sail (doc. 89).
Palencia's record is interesting and illuminating, and what he
says can be checked and confirmed in one respect by docu-
mentary evidence. On 31 August 1474, King Affonso V, perhaps
at the instance of Fernao Gomes, issued an order providing for
the stricter regulation of the Guinea trade, and in this order he
announced that he had 'made a grant of the said trades' of
Guinea to his son, prince John1. Responsibility for the defence
1 Bensaude, pp. 273-4.